PERU

SUPPORT GROUP

The Peru Support Group is organising a public
meeting on:

‘The Outcomes of Bagua:
The Peruvian Amazon One Year on from the Violence’

Venue: Committee Room 3, Palace of Westminster
Please allow about 20 minutes to pass through security checks. Members of the public enter via
the Visitors’ Entrance, next to St Stephen’s Entrance, the Palace of Westminster.
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/facilities/maps/colmap.pdf

Date: Monday 28th June 2010
Time: 5pm - 6.30pm

Please e-mail the Peru Support Group to register your attendance
info@perusupportgroup.org.uk

Chair: Lord Avebury (President of the Peru Support Group)

Speakers will include: the Peru Support Group; Amnesty International;
and CARE Peru.

On 5 June 2009, Peru witnessed probably the worse loss of life since the end of the country’s internal armed
conflict in 2000, following protests by indigenous groups against a series of legislative decrees, collectively known
as the 'Law of the Jungle' (Ley de la Selva). These were approved by President Alan Garcia in 2008 to make
Peruvian law conform to the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the United States.

The protest by Indigenous Peoples against the exploitation of natural resources on lands traditionally occupied by
them, which had been going on for 50 days on the stretch of road known as the Curva del Diablo leading to Bagua
and Bagua Grande in Amazonas department, was broken up by police and resulted in the deaths of 33 people.

Twenty-three of those killed were police officers, five were local townspeople, and five were indigenous people.
The fate of one police officer remains unknown to this day.

On 26 May 2010, Alberto Pizango, the leader of one of the Peru’s main indigenous organisations, AIDESEP
(Asociacion Interétnica de Desarrollo de la Selva Peruana), was immediately detained by Peruvian police when he
returned from exile in Nicaragua. He had been granted asylum by the Nicaraguan government after the Peruvian
authorities accused him of being responsible for the violence which led to the deaths in Bagua. He was released
on bail the day following his detention, pending trial for the charges of sedition and conspiracy.

On 19 May 2010, Peru’s Congress passed the Law on the Right of Indigenous People to Consultation (Ley de
Consulta) - a law providing for consultation with Indigenous People on matters that affect them. The law still has to
be enacted by President Garcia. If he observes it, the law will return to Congress and be subject to a
parliamentary debate.

www.perusupporigroup.org.uk




